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Penkoysky Papers 

From Dr Robert Conquest 

Sir, Owing to travel, | have only ta- 
cay seen The Times Diary ia your 
issue of Aprif 29, atioges that 
the Penkousky Pupers have now 
been proved a fabrication, and 
ainicks me for mainiaining the 
opposite. 

Te is true thar students of Savict 
aifairs have on occasion endorsed, 
or partlally vadorsed, fakes (as with 
Deutscher apd Carr in the cases of 
“Buda Mdivani” and the “ Litvinov 
Diaries? respectively): and had your 
Diarist's assertion been true, T would 
naturally have admitted my erroc. 
But it is not. 

All that even the eeregious Senate 
Commirtrée’s report on Intelligence 
Activities ond the Rights of Amevi- 
cans, which vour Dierist quotes, in 
fect says is that the book was pre- 
paced and written by CIA “asency 
asscis”™, but on the basis of the 
“aetual case moteriais’. But this 
is no more than a hosiila way of 
saving thor the materisls came 
thratgh the CEA Gshe were, rather 
naturally, Cotone} Penkoysky’s 
American contacts), and that there. 
afier they were translated and 
edited by someene in rhe CIA's con- 


‘fidence. There is nothing new here, 


let alone any proof of “ palpable 
2 


forgery”. And that such editing 


took place has never been dis 
itis indeed stated in the book izeett. 
This is obviously wot au entirely 
sntiffcctary situation, but te leuves 
the question of authenticity a5 ene 
of judement of the aera! texr 
Crittcism of it, as agatnse mere ante 
CLA abuse, has been based salete cu 
cridicis’ misunderstandinus af trivia, 
wad oon amuteur — telerse choles 
(“Colonel Penkovsky would nat 
have... .") Until the ClA releases. 
the original “case material’, as I 
hope it will, one can oily say thar 
the arguments for seneral authen- 
ticlly (and the nerative arguarcnis 
against “forgery ”) remain hicon- 
perably stronger than theie coen- 
traries. At the very least, the in- 
expert intuitions of Mr Brogan cane 
not be taken very serteushy ary 
more than your Diarist’s attenmpr to 
squeeze impfications out of the re 
yort of the Church Canuniteee, Phage 
Committees has ttsele been atcecked 
in the United States even bs Eberal 
columnists as fareely a pollticatly 
motivated farce. To find Fines cau- 
tributors who go a seed deal further 
is a hittle disturbing. 
Yours faithfully, 
ROBERT CONGOULST, 
Woodrow Wilson Tn:ernational 
Center for Scholars. 
Smithsonlun Instination, 
Vashington, 
May 12. 


™ 


Approved For Release 2004/11/01 : CIA-RDP88-01350R000200250007-0 


ee CAS Feat, [ely ae ee 


Approved For Release 2004/11/01 : CIA-RDP88-01350R000200250007-0 


